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29th June, 1830

Starting at 4 o'clock on the 29th and covering a distance of 12 miles,
I reached Shahpuram at 10 o'clock the same morning. On the way is a village
named Palamakula. The pathway upto Palamakula is satisfactory though
rocky on some stretches. I did not come across any hills after Jadcherla,
The way is across ordinary jungle. I halted here in a mango garden with
good water facilities.

The provisions required are available in this village. Travellers
however do not obtain necessary facilities for halting. Travellers can only
halt in temple precincts from Atmakur onwards and elsewhere. Houses
in this region are also not spacious enough to be used by travellers. I have
heard that it is difficult to obtain such accommodation beyond Hyderabad
also. I therefore thought that it would be desirable to order for some tents
on this account.

It is necessary that ostentation in such matters should go hand in hand
with generosity ; however the craving for material comforts is always
likely to be on the increase.

People who take palanquins with them on long tours, ensure that their
mounts are well built and that its planks are all kept in place with iron rodding
and strong screws. This was not attended to by me and as a result the planking
of my palanquin wherever nails were used came out in pieces due to cracks
developing in them. Such an incident occurred on this day and my palanquin
bearers put the palanquin on ground on-hear ing the sounds of the planks
splitting into pieces. I had carried some imported rope (thin rope about
fifty yards long) with the intention of using it for drawing water from deep
wells on the road ; I used this rope ; five rope knots were put on the top
and six rope knots at the bottom of the palanquin along with the ' Dande?4.
The ' dande' at the front and at the back was also tied. The planks at the
bottom were also knotted and tied with rope, I was able to manage with
such makeshift arrangements, thanks to the grace of the Lord. In view of
my experience,, travellers by palanquin would necessarily be well-advised to
carry some ropes with them. I was not able to purchase ropes on the way due
to their non-availability; therefore I had to arrange specially for some rope,
making it with saga fibre5 at the village o f Nivruthisangamam. My experience
of touring has also brought home the lesson, that long distance travellers would
be well-advised to take a tattoo-a-pony and an ordinary light-weight palan-
quin as part of their touring paraphernalia. I had of course such a pony
acquired at Tirupati at a cost of Rs. 26/-; luggage can then be carried on such
a pony and on a dholi, when everyone in one's entourage is healthy.

Another lesson born out of my experience is that travellers who roam
about the country with their retinues should have with them people versed

4.   The pole of a palanquin (Brown),
5.    Saga Nara or Saga Fibre :   Fibre from Sansevicra Zeilanica a sort of hemp whose fibre
is used for making bowstrings etc.